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SUB J : INITIAL GOI REACTIONS TO SOVIET CANCELLATION OF TRADE AGREEMENT 

1. ACCORDING TO ISRELI RADIO, INFORMATION MINISTER YARIV, SPEAKING 
AT KNESSET JANUARY 15, HAS SAID THAT ISRAEL CANNOT BE INDIFFERENT TO 
SIGNIFICANCE OF SOVIET ANNOUNCEMENT RE CANCELLATION OF TRADE AGREEMENT, 


PARTICULARLY AS IT MAY LEAD TO NEW SOVIET RESTRICTIONS ON JEWISH 
EMIGRATION. YARIV SAID THAT DESPITE CANCELLATION OF US-USSR 
AGREEMENT GOI WILL CONTINUE ITS EFFORTS TO ASSURE RIGHTS OF 
EMIGRATION 

FOR JEWS WISHING TO LEAVE SOVIET UNION. 

2. JEWISH AGENCY HEAD MOSHE RAVLIN HAS MADE SIMILAR STATEMENT 
IN RADIO INTERVIEW, REASSURING SOVIET JEWRY OF GOI INTENTION TO 
CONTINUE ITS STRUGGLE ON THEIR BEHALF. 

3. MFA DIRECTOR OF EASTERN EUROPEAN DIVISION RAVIV HAS TOLD US 
THAT, IN HIS VIEW, CANCELLATION OF TRADE AGREEMENT SEEMS TO BE 
ELEMENT IN CONFRONTATION APPARENTLY GOING ON WITHIN SOVIET LEADERSHIP 
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AS SUCH, IT CONSTITUTES PHASE OF ESCALATION IN WHAT SEEMS TO BE 
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ONGOING STRUGGLE BETWEEN PROPONENTS AND OPPONENTS OF SOVIET 
DETENTE POLICY. CANCELLATION OF AGREEMENT, HE BELIEVED, TRANSCENDED 
SOVIET CONCERN ABOUT CONGRESSIONAL LIMITATIONS ON TRADE CREDITS. 
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